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Quad City Arts 
“Medicine, law, business, engineering, these are 

noble pursuits and necessary to sustain life. But 
poetry, beauty, romance, love… these are what we 
stay alive for. “ 
– John Keating (Robin Williams), Dead Poets Society 

That quote (from one of my favorite movies of 
all time) kicked oƯ an engaging discussion with 
Brian Allen, Executive Director for Quad City Arts 
(QCA) at this week’s meeting. 

Our club has long partnered with QCA. Examples of our support for their 
youth-focused programing include their annual Chalk Art Fest, this year’s 
Good Neighbor mural project in conjunction with the City of Davenport, and 
their ongoing Metro Arts Youth Apprenticeship Program.  Starting in summer 
2000, Metro Arts has provideded talented youth ages 15-21 with an outlet to 
be productive and creative through a structured paid apprenticeship.  2025 
projects included mural painting, mosaics, documentary filmmaking and 
pop-up performance.  See page 2 for an example. 

QCA is also the driving force behind community staple events such as 
Riverssance and the Festival of Trees.  Learn more about the good work QCA 
is doing for youth in our community at https://www.quadcityarts.com. 
 

Save The Date:  85-In-25 on November 20! 
Our club turns 85 on November 20!  Save that date for a special “85-

In-25” celebration as part of our annual meeting. Watch your email and 
our club Facebook page for more information. 

 WHEN:  November 20, 2025 from 5:00-8:00 PM 
 WHERE:  Common Chord Redstone Room 
 ADDRESS:  129 Main Street, Davenport 

 

Favorite Optimist Stories & Memories 
Do you have any favorite Optimist memories?  How about favorite 

pictures from Optimist events?  Please send stories and pictures to JeƯ 
Waller at jwaller@dutrac.org.  We want to highlight as many wonderful 
moments as possible at 85-In-25. 
 

Board 2nd Vice President 
We need a 2nd VP for the 2025/2026 fiscal year! Contact Roland 

Lamantia at rlamantia68@gmail.com for more info.  It’s a great 
way to begin taking a leadership role in our club. 

 

 Join Us & Make a Difference! 
Share this newsletter with anyone you know who wants to 

make a positive impact on youth in our community.  Invite them to 
lunch on Friday and encourage them to join our club at: 
https://www.davenportnoonoptimists.com/join.html. 
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