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October 10 Meeting: We’re Off-Site

Justareminder our October 10" meeting is at Big Brothers Big Sisters at 3247 East 35™ Street in Davenport. Bring $10 for lunch
(Hungry Hobo, chips and bottled water).

October 3" Meeting: New Board

and New Members

Very exciting stuff at our October 3 meeting!
We were honored to have 2025-2026 lowa District
Governor Jane Schmidt join us for not one but two
special events.

First, Governor Schmidt swore in our 2025-
2026 board to fully-install our officers for the new
fiscal year. You can find the full roster of our new board at
the top of this newsletter.

Then, Governor Schmidt helped us welcome three
amazing new members to our club by performing a new
member induction ceremony. Wrapping things up, there
wasn’tadry eye in the room following her moving rendition

of Whitney Houston’s “l Will Always Love You.”
-Continued in “New Members” on page 2-

September 26™ Meeting:

Matthew 25:35 Foundation

Skip Strickland with the Matthew 25:35 Foundation
(M2535F) is one very inspiring dude. We were treated to a
fantastic presentation & discussion with Skip at our
September 26" meeting.

The mission of M2535F is to provide essential food
services to families with school-age children in
the Quad Cities through their signature
programs, the Light of Hope Backpack Program
and the Be The Light Christmas Meal Drive.

The backpack program is relatively new but
picking up steam fast. M2535F is now working in
conjunction with the Davenport Community
School District at Hayes Elementary and possibly
expanding to Hayes Elementary in the future.

The meal drive has long been a passion for
Skip and his family. What started as a one-time
effortin 2020 to provide 12 smoked turkeys from
their catering business in Silvis IL, has now grown exponentially to help
even more families in need. In total, M2535F has now provided holiday
meals for over 1,500 people across 310 families through churches,
schools, daycares and businesses. Simply amazing.

Foundation

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS! Upcoming Meetings:

. .. . .. . Oct 10: Big Brothers Big Sisters
Know someone who shares your commitment to optimism and making a positive impact on youth in CEta7: Tbodetarminad

our community? Bring them as a guest to our Friday meetings! Gcipa To-bo-dotormined
WHEN: 12:00-1:00 every Friday * Oct 31: Westside Daycare
WHERE: River Center, North Building 2nd Floor lowa/Illinois rooms, 136 East 3rd Street, Davenport Nov 7: MAC Girls Basketball
* Excluding some holidays. Time/location may vary for special events. Nov 14: MAC Boys Basketball
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New Members: (continued from page 1)

We couldn’t be more thrilled to have these three unique, upstanding,
community-focused individuals joint our club’s efforts to better the lives of
youth in our community. Learn a little about each of them right here!

Anita Green is the board secretary for the Azubuike African American
Council of the Arts and Assistant District Manager for the Social Security
Administration in Rock Island IL, helping children and adults alike in her
volunteer time and professional capacity. Anita has two adult kiddos and
loves gardening, decorating and crafting.

As Executive Director of Quad City Arts, Brian Allen brings a passion for
accessible art, family and the humanities to his work in our community. From
suburban Chicago and now Orion, Brian’s background in museums,
creativity and a love for collaboration are helping shape our region’s cultural
landscape one project at a time. o > .

A U.S. Army veteran and an accomplished artist whose work has been From left: Anita Green, Brian Allen, Gaye Shannon Burnett
exhibited nationally, Gaye Shannon Burnett is also a community activist and Co-founder/President
of Azumuike African American Council for the Arts. She has dedicated over 3 decades to
empowering at-risk youth and reconciling racial divides through film, drama and the visual arts.

Save The Date: 85-In-25 on November 20!

Our club turns 85 on November 20! Save that date for a
special “85-In-25” celebration as part of our annual meeting.
Watch your email and our club Facebook page for more
information.

=  WHEN: November 20, 2025 from 5:00-8:00 PM
= WHERE: Common Chord Redstone Room
= ADDRESS: 129 Main Street, Davenport

Favorite Optimist Stories & Memories

Do you have any favorite Optimist memories? How about
favorite pictures from Optimist events? Please send stories
and pictures to Jeff Waller at jwaller@dutrac.org.

If you have hard copies of photos, contact Jeff and he’ll get
them copied and back to you. We want to highlight as many
wonderful moments as possible at 85-In-25.

Thank You Joseph, Welcome Roland!

Our club said a big THANK YOU to our outgoing board
president Joseph Obleton at our meetings on September 26"
and October 3.

Joseph, your infectious smile and calm leadership helped
make 2024-2025 successful. Much appreciated.

Joseph has now passed the figurative and literal gavel of
leadership on to new board president Roland Lamantia.
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