
 
www.davenportnoonoptimists.com / www.facebook.com/DavenportNoonOptimistClub 

Weekly Newsletter for October 10, 2025 
Content and photos by JeƯ Waller 

 

 

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
A big thank you to Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Mississippi Valley (BBBS) and Kayla 

Kiesey, Chief Engagement OƯicer, and Magdalena Grap, Volunteer Recruitment 
Coordinator, for hosting our October 10 meeting. 

BBBS creates and supports one-to-one youth 
mentoring relationships, partnering with 65+ schools and 
impacting 15,000+ youth since 1988. BBBS covers Scott 
County in IA and Rock Island, Henry, Mercer, Whiteside, 
Lee, McDonough and Warren in IL. 

Who is a “Little?” They’re youth ages 5-20. Right now 
BBBS has roughly 230 kiddos on their waiting list, 70% of 
whom are boys. The parent/guardian reaches out to BBBS 
directly to express interest, or they could be referred by a 
school or other community partner. 

Being a “Big” is a minimum 12-month commitment. 
However, BBBS just asks for 2-4 visits each month with 
your Little and has several programs to fit your availability: 

 “School-Based” is at the Little’s school during their 
lunch/recess.  

 “School-Based Plus” is that + BBBS events or 
otherwise approved by the Little’s parent/guardian. 

 “Community-Based” can be at the Little’s school and 
in the community at large. Ride bikes, fishing, ball 
games. BBBS has numerous free or low-cost activities 
for matches with local businesses. Within the 
Community-Based program is “Big Duo” for 2 related 
or non-related adults to be matched with a “little.” 

 “Big For A Day” is a unique partnership with the 
Davenport Community School District, sponsored by 
Quad City Bank & Trust. It is a fantastic way to dip your 
foot in the pool, so to speak. See page 2 for more 
information. 

 

Save The Date:  November 20 for 85-In-25! 
Our club turns 85 on November 20! Save that date for a special “85-In-25” celebration 

as part of our annual meeting. 
 WHEN:  November 20, 2025 from 5:00-8:00 PM 
 WHERE:  Common Chord Redstone Room 
 ADDRESS:  129 Main Street, Davenport 

 

Favorite Optimist Stories & Memories 
Do you have any favorite Optimist memories?  How about favorite pictures from Optimist events?  Please send stories and 

pictures to me at jwaller@dutrac.org.  Please type “Optimist favorites” in the subject line. 
If you have hard copies of photos, contact me and I’ll get them copied and back to you. We want to highlight as many wonderful 

moments as possible at 85-In-25.  
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