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Big Brothers Big Sisters

A big thank you to Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Mississippi Valley (BBBS) and Kayla
Kiesey, Chief Engagement Officer, and Magdalena Grap, Volunteer Recruitment
Coordinator, for hosting our October 10 meeting.

. BBBS creates and supports one-to-one youth

m B|g BI’OthGI’S mentoring relationships, partnering with 65+ schools and

Blg Sisters, impacting 15,000+ youth since 1988. BBBS covers Scott
OF THE MISSISSIPP] County in IA and Rock Island, Henry, Mercer, Whiteside,
Lee, McDonough and Warren in IL.
Who is a “Little?” They’re youth ages 5-20. Right now
BBBS has roughly 230 kiddos on their waiting list, 70% of
whom are boys. The parent/guardian reaches out to BBBS
directly to express interest, or they could be referred by a
school or other community partner.
Being a “Big” is a minimum 12-month commitment.
However, BBBS just asks for 2-4 visits each month with
your Little and has several programs to fit your availability:
= “School-Based” is at the Little’s school during their

lunch/recess.

“School-Based Plus” is that + BBBS events or

otherwise approved by the Little’s parent/guardian.

= “Community-Based” can be at the Little’s school and
in the community at large. Ride bikes, fishing, ball
games. BBBS has numerous free or low-cost activities
for matches with local businesses. Within the
Community-Based program is “Big Duo” for 2 related
or non-related adults to be matched with a “little.”

= “Big For A Day” is a unique partnership with the
Davenport Community School District, sponsored by
Quad City Bank & Trust. It is a fantastic way to dip your
foot in the pool, so to speak. See page 2 for more
information.

Save The Date: November 20 for 85-In-25!

Our club turns 85 on November 20! Save that date for a special “85-In-25” celebration
as part of our annual meeting.

= WHEN: November 20, 2025 from 5:00-8:00 PM

= WHERE: Common Chord Redstone Room

= ADDRESS: 129 Main Street, Davenport

Favorite Optimist Stories & Memories

Do you have any favorite Optimist memories? How about favorite pictures from Optimist events? Please send stories and
pictures to me at jwaller@dutrac.org. Please type “Optimist favorites” in the subject line.

If you have hard copies of photos, contact me and I’llget them copied and back to you. We want to highlight as many wonderful
moments as possible at 85-In-25.

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS! Upcoming Meetings:

Know someone who shares your commitment to optimism and making a positive impact on youth in JESSEVANICERTVEY DYV
our community? Bring them as a guest to our Friday meetings! Oct 24: To-be-determined
WHEN: 12:00-1:00 every Friday * Oct 31: Westside Daycare

WHERE: River Center, North Building 2nd Floor lowa/Illinois rooms, 136 East 3rd Street, Davenport || ISR ER CLEEl
Nov 14: MAC Boys Basketball

* Excluding some holidays. Time/location may vary for special events.

Page 1 of 2



2025/2026 Board of Directors:

President: Roland Lamantia
President Elect: Brian Baxter

Past President: Joseph Obleton
1st Vice President: Mauricio Diaz
2nd Vice President: VACANT

3rd Vice President: Brian Monroe
Secretary: Jeff Waller

Treasurer: Stan Mohr

Big For A Day

Where Mentorship Begins

—) BigBrothers
Big Sisters.
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Big for a Day is your chance to step into the role of a Big and
experience the impact firsthand. Over the lunch/recess hour,
you'll be matched with a child who can benefit from extra support
and encouragement. Learn what it means to be a school-based
Big in a local school near you — building confidence by simply
spending time with a child. This experience is designed for those
who are serious about mentoring. At the conclusion of the event,
we'll share a variety of ways you can stay involved, including an
invitation to take the next step and sign up to become a Big.

How It Works
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¢ Following a brief welcome by school administration and BBBS staff, you'll
be introduced and paired with a student for the lunch/recess hour.
Volunteers are provided lunch courtesy of BBBS and Capriotti's.

Staff facilitate a variety of icebreakers and fun activities to help you get to
know your student and have a great experience.

The experience lasts approximately 1.5 hours and takes place in a group

setting, with all volunteers and students in the same general area.
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I I l BBBS Littles are BBBS Littles
20% MURHIKE[Y EARN 15% MORE
to enroll in college over their lifetime

Improved Emotional

Regulation

Decrease in School
Misbehavior

Improved Academic
Performance
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Being a BBBS Little
CLOSES 213
of the economic Gap
Developed a Hobby Improved Social ///
Confidence e

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

Know someone who shares your commitment to optimism and making a positive impact on youth in

our community? Bring them as a guest to our Friday meetings!
WHEN: 12:00-1:00 every Friday *

WHERE: River Center, North Building 2nd Floor lowa/Illinois rooms, 136 East 3rd Street, Davenport

* Excluding some holidays. Time/location may vary for special events.
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Upcoming Meetings:
Oct 17: Treasure Box U-S

Oct 24: To-be-determined
Oct 31: Westside Daycare
Nov 7: MAC Girls Basketball
Nov 14: MAC Boys Basketball




