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Club Luncheon Meetings 

We gather at noon on 
Fridays to connect with 

members and guests, enjoy 
a delicious lunch, and hear 

from engaging speakers 
who share programs and 

initiatives shaping our local 
community. See our 

upcoming events. 

  __ 

Location  

River Center, North 
Building, Iowa/Illinois 

Rooms, 136 E 3rd St, 
Davenport, IA  

__ 

Board of Directors  

Roland Lamantia 
President 

Brian Baxter 
 President-Elect 

Mauricio Diaz  
First Vice President 

Karen Roebuck 
Second Vice President 

Tom Redington  
Third Vice President 

Joseph Obelton 
Past President 

Paul Neuharth  
Secretary 

Stan Mohr 
 Treasurer  

 

Business Meeting Highlights 

‒ By Jenny Schnauber 

The Board recently met virtually, providing flexibility when schedules or availability make 
an in-person meeting difficult. 

The Board approved grant requests for the following organizations: 
 Boys & Girls Club of the Mississippi Valley: $762 to support a youth waterpark 

experience. 
 Humility Homes & Services: $1,000 toward its Youth Housing Stability Program. 
 Junior League of the Quad Cities: $750 to purchase hygiene products for 

underprivileged children in the Quad Cities. 

Annual Awards Banquet: The banquet is scheduled for Thursday, October 1st, at The 
Outing Club. The evening will celebrate this year’s achievements, recognize members, 
present awards, and include the induction of the new Board of Directors, including Brian 
Baxter as our next president. 

Noon at Night: The Board is exploring a new evening business meeting and social 
gathering concept. It would replace the typical monthly noon business meeting and offer 
members, spouses, and guests an alternative opportunity to connect, especially for those 
who cannot always attend noon meetings. The evening may include a happy hour, dinner, 
business meeting, and more social opportunities like card games following. More details 
will be shared as plans are developed. 

New Member Induction: We officially welcomed Dr. Kelly Airey as a new member. Kelly 
plans to retire at the end of the year and enjoys sailing, dancing, golfing, serving the 
community, and making a positive impact through volunteerism. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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President's Perspective   
‒ By Roland Lamantia 

Achieving Optimist International’s highest honor—a Distinguished Club 
designation—is a milestone attained by only a select few clubs. It is a recognition 
that reflects exceptional commitment, growth, and service, as demonstrated by 
our own distinguished past presidents featured on our awards banner. 

This year, we are very close to earning this special recognition. With fewer than 
two months remaining in the fiscal year, we have just one requirement left: 
increase our membership by at least three new members while maintaining our 
current membership. 

We need your help in two important ways: 

1. Please renew promptly when you receive your membership renewal notice 
at the end of August. You may return your payment by mail or renew through 
our website. We need returned by Mid-Sept to assure we have all renewed. 

2. Invite someone you know to join us for lunch as our guest—lunch is on us. It 
is a wonderful opportunity for them to experience our club, our friendship, 
and our optimism. Then invite them to join us as a member. 

Together, we can meet our membership-growth goal and achieve the honor of 
becoming a Distinguished Club. I sincerely appreciate your support! 

Roland 

As we plan for the 2026–27 fiscal year, 
which starts October 1st, we’re looking for 
members to fill important club leadership 
and support roles. Volunteering is a 
wonderful way to contribute, build 

connections, and learn more about the opportunities within our club. We need 
volunteers for: 

Junior Golf Chair | Newsletter Committee Chair | Avenue of Flags Support | 
Christmas Tree Sales Support | Essay Contest Chair | Oratorical Contest 
Chair | Member Social Events Chairs | Tri-Star Sports Chairs | Support on 
any other club activity or event! 

To volunteer or learn more, please contact Brian Baxter at btbaxt@gmail.com 
or 630-677-0332. Your time and support would be greatly appreciated!  

 

Aug 14th 
Club Luncheon | ASWAS | River 
Center  

Aug 21st 
Club Luncheon | Respect for 
Law Program | 11:30AM | River 
Center | RSVP online at  
Davenport Noon Optimist Club - 
HOME 

Aug 28th 
Club Luncheon | Community 
Action of Eastern Iowa | River 
Center  

Aug 28th-30th 
Iowa District Convention | 
Grand Harbor Resort | Dubuque 

Aug 31st 
Receive Annual Dues Invoice 

To see the full calendar of 
events, visit Davenport Noon 
Optimist Club - HOME 

 
Aug 10th 
Wishing Kathy Cox a very 
special Happy Birthday!!! 

Brian Baxter shared an 
invitation to the Quad City 
Symphony Orchestra's 
Riverfront Pops concert, The 
Best of The Who, on August 22. 
More at: Quad City Bank & Trust 
Riverfront Pops | The Best of 
The Who | QCSO 

We’d love to celebrate with you! 
Please send your Sunshine 
notifications, birthdays, and 
special announcements to  

Davenport.Noon.Optimists.Club@
gmail.com.  



The Midday Messenger Page | 3 August 7, 2026 

 

www.davenportnoonoptimists.com PO Box 514, Davenport, IA 52805 www.facebook.com/DavenportNoonOptimistClub

 

More from our…  

…Business Meeting                                                                                                        

Optimist Fantasy 
Football is Back! 
Ready to talk a little friendly trash, 
celebrate a huge win, and stay 

Optimistic that your favorite player will score big this 
week? Then the DNOC Fantasy Football League is 
calling your name! 

Join fellow club members for a season of football fun, 
bragging rights, and a chance to win some cash. No 
experience? No problem—it’s easy to learn. The entry 
fee is $50, and spots are limited, so it’s first come, first 
served. 

Want in? Contact your super FANtastic FANtasy 
football commish, Paul at psnia@msn.com to join the 
fun!   

 Pictured l to r, Kathleen Vondran, Kelly Airey, and Roland Lamantia  

(Continued from page 1) 

Membership Dues & Volunteer Interests: Dues 
notices will be sent by the end of August and are due by 
the middle of September. When members receive their 
renewal notice, they will also receive a questionnaire to 
indicate activities, committees, and areas of interest. 
The information will help build a member interest 
database for future volunteer and leadership 
opportunities. 

Respect for Law RSVP 

Our signature event is coming up on Friday, 
Aug 21st, 11:30 AM at the River Center. This 
is a highly attended event, so we will need 
your RSVP no later than Friday, Aug 14th.  

RSVP on our website, www.davenportnoonoptimists.com. 
Scroll down to the calendar, find and click on the Respect 
for Law event on Friday, Aug 21st. Hit the RSVP button at 
the top of the page, enter your name, contact info, and 
number attending. Hit “Send RSVP.” You’re all set! Member Resources: Members are encouraged to log 

into the Members Only section of our club website  
Members Only Portal to view club information, roster, 
committees, board minutes and club financial reports.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

   

  Photographs courtesy of Brian Monroe 
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NOW is the Time 
Know someone who shares your commitment to Optimism and making a positive impact on the youth 
in our community? Most of us became Optimists because someone invited us to a meeting. A simple 
invitation can help others discover our club, our mission, and the positive impact we make together. 

Make sure to invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and family to join us as our guests next 
Friday for a delicious lunch and enlightening program. 

 Say it in The Midday Messenger 

Send your notes, articles, announcements, activities, and other items of interest to  
Davenport.Noon.Optimist.Club@gmail.com.  

Submissions are due by Friday evening for each weekly issue. 


