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DAVENPORT NOON OPTIMIST CLUB
Newsletter for January 16, 2026
Prepared by Jeff Waller
 
SCOUTING IN THE QUAD CITIES:
      Thanks to Ray Brauer, Scout Executive / CEO for Scouting America IlIowa Council, for visiting with us Friday.
SAIIC serves 13 counties in Eastern IA and Western IL and helps a whole lotta youth in our community.
      Their big project right now is a campaign to raise $350,000 to build a new restroom/shower/storm shelter at
their Camp Loud Thunder scout camp next to the Loud Thunder Forest Preserve at Lake George in Illinois City IL.
CLT serves over 3,000 youth and community members annually.
      The new facility will give campers modern, private restrooms and showers, and provide fortified protection
during severe weather. The Carver Trust has pledged a matching grant up to $150,000 for the project. You can
help SAIIC maximize that grant by donating at https://ilIowascouting.org/giving/donate/. Remember to note
“new Camp Loud Thunder facility” in the “Your Message” field.
      Check out our club Facebook page at www.facebook.com/DavenportNoonOptimistClub for pictures from
the meeting.  Be sure to like and share the post to help spread the word about our club.
 
W.Y.A.O. AWARD:
      Brian “All-Everything” Monroe received the WYAO Award (Google the term) is a surprise presentation Friday in
recognition of his stellar efforts with everything from our club’s media relations to our weekly programs to recently
co-chairing our successful 2025 Christmas Tree Lot. Some other schlub was recognized as well, clearly riding on
Monroe’s coattails.
 
PUTT-A-ROUND FEBRUARY 3-6:
      It is almost time for the Big Brothers Big Sisters annual Putt-A-Round mini-golf fundraiser!  This year our
club is the sponsor of the gear table where participants get their putter, golf ball and score card. I’ve attached
Aaron Gunnare’s email from January 12 explaining the details.  Sign up to work a shift at the gear table and
play in the “Optimist Challenge Night” on Thursday February 5 at this link: Putt Sign Up Genius Link
 
P.O.O.P. & T.O.O.T. PARTY:
      Lots going on in February! Our club’s annual P.O.O.P. (Past Old Optimist Presidents) and T.O.O.T. (Tired Old
Optimist Treasurers) party will be held the week of February 16. Specific date and location are TBD.
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS & SPEAKERS:
      1/23/2025   Breath of Encouragement (Karen Roebuck)
      1/30/2025   YMCA Youth Programs
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      2/6/2025   Business meeting / new member induction
      2/13/2025   Safe Families for Children
      2/20/2025   Davenport Central Dance Team
 
INVITE A FRIEND:
      Do you know someone who shares your commitment to optimism and making a positive impact on youth in our
community? Bring them as a guest to a Friday meeting!
      WHEN: 12:00-1:00 every Friday **
      WHERE: River Center, North Building 2nd Floor Iowa/Illinois rooms, 136 East 3rd Street, Davenport
      ** Excluding some holidays. Time/location may vary for special events.
 
2025/2026 BOARD:
      President:  Roland Lamantia
      President-Elect:  Brian Baxter
      1st Vice President:  Mauricio Diaz
      2nd Vice President:  Karen Roebuck
      3rd Vice President:  Tom Redington
      Treasurer:  Stan Mohr
      Secretary:  Jeff Waller
      Past President:  Joseph Obleton
 
LEARN MORE:  www.davenportnoonoptimists.com
 
JOIN OUR CLUB:  https://www.davenportnoonoptimists.com/join.html
 
Sincerely,
Jeff Waller, 2025/2026 Board Secretary
Davenport Noon Optimist Club
 
Jeff Waller
Commercial Lending Manager
Bettendorf Office | Quad Cities
O: 563-635-7410 | M: 563-349-2146
F: 563-200-7950 | NMLS #: 439827
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Optimists" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to davenport-noon-
optimists+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/davenport-noon-
optimists/DM3PPF7911AB4DD042C7DFF79E285CF1B3ED088A%40DM3PPF7911AB4DD.namprd15.pro
d.outlook.com.
For more options, visit https://groups.google.com/d/optout.
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