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Prepared by Jeff Waller
 
JANUARY 30:  NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
        Thank you to Terry Hendershott, Roland Lamantia and Brian Baxter for leading a new member orientation on
January 30.  Several of our 13 fantastic new members who have joined us since 1/1/2024 attended, along with a
number of veteran Optimists.  Check your email from last Friday for a PDF of the presentation made that day.
 
JANUARY 30:  YMCA YOUTH PROGRAMS
        Kourtni Barnes, Executive Director of the Utica Ridge location of the YMCA of the Iowa Mississippi Valley,
joined us for a captivating discussion about all the things the Y is doing to help youth in our community.  A hidden
gem within the Y’s programming is its Youth Outreach, connecting nearly 200 of our area’s most vulnerable youth
with resources to help them survive and succeed.  And it works.  Over 83% of participants improve their grades,
over 90% improve their school attendance, and over 85% graduate or earn their GED.  Learn more at: YMCA
Youth Outreach - YMCA of the Iowa Mississippi Valley.
 
FEBRUARY 3-6:  PUTT-A-ROUND
        It is time for the Big Brothers Big Sisters annual Putt-A-Round mini-golf fundraiser!  This year our club is the
sponsor of the gear table where participants get their putter, golf ball and score card.  Sign up to work a shift at the
gear table and play in the “Optimist Challenge Night” on Thursday February 5 at this link: Putt Sign Up Genius
Link
 
FEBRUARY 19:  P.O.O.P. & T.O.O.T. PARTY
        Save the date!  Our club’s annual euchre tourneyment and P.O.O.P. (Past Old Optimist Presidents) and
T.O.O.T. (Tired Old Optimist Treasurers) party is Thursday February 19 at Great River Brewery.  See the attached
flyer for more information.
 
FEBRUARY 26:  HERE US R.O.A.R.
        Save the date for some powerful poetry from rising young voices in our community!  Young Lions Roar and
our very own Aubrey Barnes are presenting a Black History Month celebration from 5:30-7:00pm at Washington
Middle School in Rock Island.  See the attached flyer and www.younglionsroar.com for more information.
 
EMAIL & WEBSITE UPDATES
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        Our very own Paul Neuharth has been hard at work revising our club’s email groups to have separate groups
just for club members and other interest parties.  You might receive new invitations to join those new email groups. 
Be on the lookout for those AND CHECK YOUR SPAM/JUNK FOLDER REGULARY and accept those invitations. 
Paul is also working with our vendor on updating our club’s website.  More to come soon!
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS & SPEAKERS:
        2/6/2026   Business meeting
        2/13/2026   Safe Families for Children
        2/20/2026   Davenport Central Dance Team
        2/27/2026   WNY Diamond Inc.
 
INVITE A FRIEND TO A FRIDAY MEETING:
        Know someone who shares your commitment to helping youth in our community? Bring them as a guest!
        WHEN: 12:00-1:00 every Friday **
        WHERE: River Center, North Building 2nd Floor Iowa/Illinois rooms, 136 East 3rd Street, Davenport
        ** Excluding some holidays. Time/location may vary for special events.
 
JOIN OUR CLUB:  https://www.davenportnoonoptimists.com/join.html
 
2025/2026 BOARD:
        President:  Roland Lamantia
        Past President:  Joseph Obleton
        President-Elect:  Brian Baxter
        1st Vice President:  Mauricio Diaz
        2nd Vice President:  Karen Roebuck
        3rd Vice President:  Tom Redington
        Treasurer:  Stan Mohr
        Secretary:  Jeff Waller
 
Thanks,
Jeff Waller, 2025/2026 Board Secretary
Davenport Noon Optimist Club
 
Jeff Waller
Commercial Lending Manager
Bettendorf Office | Quad Cities
O: 563-635-7410 | M: 563-349-2146
F: 563-200-7950 | NMLS #: 439827
Send your information securely: Secure Upload

     https://linktr.ee/dutrac
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The information in this email is for discussion purposes only and is not a commitment to lend. The information in this e-
mail (and any attachment or attachments) is for the use of the designated recipient(s) only. This message is privileged and confidential. If you
receive this message in error, any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly prohibited and may be covered by the
Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-2521, as well as other state and federal laws. If you have received this
communication in error, notify the sender by reply e-mail and delete the original message and attachments.
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